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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) An information processing 
apparatus_^ comprising: 

receiving means having — a — plurality — inputs — for 

roapcctivQly — receiving a first request signal from a given 
one of a plurality of modules and a second request signal 
from another one of the plurality of modules, the first 
request signal for — requesting bus acquisition for each the 
given one of a — the plurality of modules and the second 
request signal requesting bus acquisition for the another 
one of the plurality of modules, the given one of the 
plurality of modules being one of including an encoder and 
a decoder and the another one of the plurality of modules 
being another of the encoder and the decoder ; 

measurement means for measuring a first time interval 
limit — — each — — oaid — plurality — — modulco — baocd — br — from 
when the first request signal is received by each — — said 

plurality inputo said receiving means and for 

measuring a second time interval from when the second 



request signal is received by said receiving means; 


comparison means for comparing the measured first time 


interval to each of a first predetermined 


value and a 


second predetermined value and for comparing 


the measured 


second time interval to each of the first 


predetermined 


value and the second predetermined value. 


the second 


predetermined value being greater than 


the first 


predetermined value; 

priori t y determination a s s i gnmen t 


means for 



determining assigning a higher p riority of bus acquisition 
— Gaid to the given one of the p lurality of modules or to 
the another one of the plurality of modules based on a 
result of the comparing carried out according — te — fefee — time 
limit moaourcd by said mcaGurcmont comparison m eans; and 
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control means for controlling acquisition of the bus 
for oaid — the plurality of modules based on the assigned 
higher p riority — dotGrmincd — by — oaid — priority — dc termination 
moans , wherein — oaid — otop of — determining priority — doterminco 
oaid — priority of — btts — acquioition — by — a — f irot — rooult — 
judging — whether — fefee — requeot — aignal — i-s — rccQivcd — from — oaid 

encoder — &^ — oaid decoder and a occond rooult e-i judging 

whether feiie — requeat — signal — i-s — rcQcivcd — from — fei^e — other — ^ 

oaid modulca based on oaid first rcoult . 

2. (currently amended) The information processing 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said priority 
determination — assignment m eans determines — assigns the higher 
priority by — means — e^ — using a round-robin method when either : 
(i) the first time interval and the second time interval are 
each less than the first predetermined value, (ii) the first 
time interval and the second time interval are each greater than 
the first predetermined value and less than the second 
predetermined value, or (iii) the first time interval and the 
second time interval are each greater than the second 
predetermined valu e' thore — i-s — a plurality of modules having a — same 
time limit as measured by said measurement means . 

3. (currently amended) An information processing 
method^ comprisin g the steps of : 

receiving a first request signal from a given one of a 
plurality of modules and a second request signal from 
another one of the plurality of modules, the first request 
signal for — requesting bus acquisition for each — the given 
one of a — the p lurality of modules and the second request 
signal requesting bus acquisition for the another one of 
the plurality of modules, the given one of the plurality of 
modules being one of including an encoder and a decoder and 
the another one of the plurality of modules being another 
of the encoder and the decoder; 



I 
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measuring a first time interval limit — — each — e^ — oaid 
plurality of moduloD baocd on a from when the first request 
signal is received and a second time interval from when the 
second request signal is receive d rcqucoting buo — acquiQition 
roGcivod for each of the plurality of modulco ; 

comparing the measured first time interval to each of 
a first predetermined value and a second predetermined 
value and comparing the measured second time interval to 
each of the first predetermined value and the second 
predetermined value, the second predetermined value being 
greater than the first predetermined valued- 
assigning determining higher p riority of bus 

acquisition e^ — paid to the given one of the p lurality of 
modules or to the another one of the plurality of modules 
based on a result of according — to a — time — limit ao mcaDurcd 
ifi— said comparing of mcaouring ; and 

controlling acquisition of the bus for oaid — the 
plurality of modules based on the assigned higher 

prior i tyas determined ifi said otep determining 

priority , wherein oaid priority determination me an a 

determinea — oaid — priority — e€ — fe«e — aoquioition — by — a — f irot 
reoult — e€ — judging — whether — fefee — requeot — oignal — i-s — received 
from — oaid — encoder — e^f — oaid — decoder — — a — oecond — result — e# 
judging — whether — fefee — regpaeot — signal — is — received — from — fefee 
other of oaid modulco baoed on oaid firot reoult . 

4. (Canceled) 

5 . (Canceled) 

6. (new) The information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said priority assignment means 
assigns the higher priority to the given one of the plurality of 
modules when either: (i) the first time interval is greater 
than the first predetermined value and the second time interval 
is less than the first predetermined value or (ii) the first 

5 
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time interval is greater than the second predetermined value and 
the second time interval is less than the second predetermined 
value . 

7 . (new) The information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said priority assignment means 
assigns the higher priority of bus acquisition to the another 
one of the plurality of modules when either: (i) the first time 
interval is less than the second predetermined value and the 
second time interval is greater than the second predetermined 
value or (ii) the first time interval is less than the first 
predetermined value and the second time interval is greater than 
the first predetermined value. 

8. (new) The information processing method 
according to claim 3, wherein said step of assigning higher 
priority assigns the higher priority to the given one of the 
plurality of modules when either: (i) the first time interval 
is greater than the first predetermined value and the second 
time interval is less than the first predetermined value or (ii) 
the first time interval is greater than the second predetermined 
value and the second time interval is less than the second 
predetermined value . 

9- (new) The information processing method 

according to claim 3, wherein said step of assigning higher 
priority assigns the higher priority of bus acquisition to the 
another one of the plurality of modules when either: (i) the 
first time interval is less than the second predetermined value 
and the second time interval is greater than the second 
predetermined value or (ii) the first time interval is less than 
the first predetermined value and the second time interval is 
greater than the first predetermined value. 

10. (new) The information processing method 

according to claim 3, wherein said step of assigning priority 
assigns the higher priority using a round-robin method when 
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either: (i) the first time interval and the second time 
interval are each less than the first predetermined value, (ii) 
the first time interval and the second time interval are each 
greater than the first predetermined value and less than the 
second predetermined value, or (iii) the first time interval and 
the second time interval are each greater than the second 
predetermined value . 
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